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(THE TEACHER’S TOUCH)

BUILDERS

A builder built a temple

He wrought it with grace and skill;
Pillars and groins and arches

All fashioned to work his will.

Men said, as they saw its beauty,
“It shall never know decay;

Great is thy skill, O Builder!

Thy fame shall endure far aye!”

A teacher built a temple

With loving and infinite care,
Planning each arch with patience,
Laying each stone with prayer,
None praised her unceasing efforts,
None knew of her wondrous plan,
For the temple the teacher built
Was unseen by the eyes of men

Gone is the builder’s temple,
Crumpled into the dust;

Low lies each stately pillar,
Food for consuming rust,

But the temple the teacher built
Will last while the ages roll,

For the beautiful unseen temple

Was a child’s immortal soul.
- Hattie Vose Hall
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[ A TEACHER’S PRAYER ]

Help me to remember the greatness of the work
which has been ordained to me.

Help me always to remember that | work with the
most precious materials in the world, the mind of a child.
Help me always to remember that | am making marks
upon that mind which time will never rub out.

Give me patience with those who are slow to learn
and even with those who refuse to learn.

When | have to exercise discipline, help me to do
so in sternness and yet in love.

Keep me from the sarcastic and the biting tongue
and help me always to encourage and never to
discourage those who are doing their best, even if that
best is not very good.

Help me to help those children, not only to store
things in their memories, but to be able to use their minds
and to think for themselves.

And amidst all the worries and the irritation and the
frustrations of my job, help me to remember that the future
of the nation and of the world is in my hands.

- William Barclay
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